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t. Cyclops is ‘back! With anti-mutant feelings swelling, ji 


- Blade finally surrenders to the undead curse he has fa 


i at's right "kids, Mondo” is “back! But is cr the 


The all-new Buzz finally makes his MC2 debut! But 


Peter Parkar” receives information about 7 n ‘that 
sends him on a world-spanning trip to a chaotic 
Latveria! Has Doctor Doom at last returned? And is it 
friend or foe who is sending clues to Peter? By HOWARD 
MACKIE and sors La ae 


+ When the Black Widow wants Hawkeye to talp ‘her 
rescue a condemned prisoner, you just know some- 
body's going to end up in a world of hurt... probably 
Hawkeye himself! By TY TEMPLETON and DEREC AUCOIN! 


zillion different ways, boils down 
Siw that the Internet is growing 
aps and bounds, will it mean the end 
micbooks?" 


Okay, since so many of you bothered to 
ask, here’s my take on it. The answer is: No 
‘way! Remember when TV came along? 
Everyone said it would be the death knell of 
books and magazines. Well, just look 
around; there are more books and mags on 
‘sale than ever before. Sure, people are into 
the Internet, as well as interactive games 
and TV and movies and videos and comput- 
ers and cell phones and CDs and everything 
else you can think of -but nothing can take 
‘the place of an exciting, well-written, well-drawn 
‘comicbook. Hey, even though | now have 
my own stanlee.net web site, that doesn’t 
ean I'll ever lose my love for comicbooks 
\ | — especially Marvel's! And I’m betting the 
‘same holds true for you, too. In fact, there'll 
be a few new, late model No- Prizes for the 
‘most interesting letters for the first and 
most provocative letters that | receive about 
is earth-shattering subject. And now, on 
our usual Soapbox spectacular! 


ey, here’s a coincidence! The first letter 
from our mighty Marvel mail vault, 
i en with obvious passion by Thor 
Rutgersson of Gothenburg, Sweden, also 
deals v ith the subject of comics and their 
‘impo ance pee 


Killmonger, the one enemy that the Black Panther has 
never beaten, has risen from the grave... and he wants to 
go bowling with Everett K. Ross! Also, the final fate of 
Monica Lynne! By CHRISTOPHER PRIEST and SAL VELLUTO! 


fought for so long — and goes fang-to-fang with his | 
bestial nemesis, Hrolf! By BART SEARS! 


BLAZE OF GLOR 


canna the final ride of the Western heroes! 
Ambushed by the Night Riders, our heroic posse’s \ 
only chance lies with the deranged Outlaw Kid! By 
JOHN OSTRANDER and ase MANCO! __ 
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- Wanted dead and alive: Nick Fury! It seems the super (i 
$.H.I.E.L.D. agent is in very high demand these days. First, 
Dum Dum Dugan gives Deathlok a very special mission: No 
find Nick Fury! By JOE CASEY and LEONARDO MANCO! 


hes 
OL 


a 


teammate and friend that Generation X remembers — 
or is he a sinister new villain? Find out as Black Tom 
Cassidy and the Juggernaut take the Academy hostage! 
By JAY fab cdl. and KEVIN | SHARPE! 
Playboy. Tony “Stark has it all: Unlimited wealth, 
beautiful women and brilliance beyond compare. \ 
Things seem perfect... but are they? Sometimes, the 
one closest to you can become your deadliest enemy! 
By JOE QUESADA and SEAN CHEN! 
UT I 


the Living Pharaoh taps the power of the Summer 
siblings — and catapults them into a conflict larger 
than they could ever have imagined! By HOWARD 
MACKIE and CARY NORD! 
NEW W > Dp 
~ This issue s features two big returns: Night T Thrasher is 
back... and so is Nova’s classic costume! Turbo has a 
crush on Firestrike... who just so happens to be the " 
assassin hired to kill her! Meanwhile, Bolt’s battle with 
the Legacy Virus takes a turn for the worse! By JAY 
FAERBER and JASON ARMSTRONG! 


Spider-Girl wonders: is he a hero, a villain... or a little 
bit of both?! And, as if our girl didn’t have enough on 
her mind, she must also battle the deadly Raptor! By TOM 
DEFALCO and RON FRENZ! 
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ME. HOw 
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that can be learned from the 
Unfortunately, some peop 


when you hear them being crlilzed?™ 
Believe it or not, Thor, | hardly ever h 


the public has gotten wiser and 
sophisticated. People realize that comi 
are simply stories told with words and 
illustrations, just as movies are stories told 
with words and actors. But comics have a 
value today that is greater than ever b 
Almost any schoolteacher will tell you 
they've been found to be the best w 
generate an interest in reading a 
youngsters. And that ain't hamfat! 


Ws our little funfest is ending soor 
than | expected. ae ee } 


to you, then this is the snes fo 
heard. Our address is: Soapbox, 
387 Park Ave S, New York, NY 100 
our e-mail moniker is santanz@0l 


you've got no excuse! Till n 
remember: “Marvel* is | 
word; it’s practically a life si 


Excelsior! 


John, 

The X-Men are back, with a vengeance. | 
came back to give them one more try. | was 
not disappointed. In fact, disappointed isn’t 
even on the enjoyment spectrum that | felt 
while reading this issue. 

For heaven's sake, you had Iceman QUIT 
already! “He can’t quit!! Why, he’s got to be 
back in place by #94!!! And therein lies the 
utter enjoyment of this series: Even knowing 
how it all “ends,” | cannot wait to read the 
next issue, to see how we got there! 

What do we get in issue #1? The Hulk, the 
Savage Land complete with dinosaurs that 
Spielberg would kill for, cameos, subplots 
and enough correct character interaction to 
choke a horse. 

Of course, an Avengers appearance would 
also be appreciated! 

Serge E. Ladd 


LADDCLAN@AOL.com 


And not beyond the realm of possibility, 
Serge. Just give John Byrne time to figure 
out who the heck the Avengers were circa 
“HIDDEN YEARS”! As for those dinosaurs— 
well, we in comics have always had an 
advantage over Hollywood! They have to 
search out locations, or use elaborate spe- 
cial effects. We just shoot on location!! 


Dear Editor, 

The original X-Men 
line-up has always 
been a favorite of 


\ ASSISTANT 


mine. | applauded 
EDITOR when the X-FACTOR 
book debuted, 


bringing them back 
together. | applaud 
even more now with 
the new X-MEN: 
THE HIDDEN 
YEARS! 

We get the original 
line-up, John Byrne 
both drawing and 


X-MEN: 
weave GO MARVEL COMICS | xu, 
387 PARK AVENUE SOLITH * NEW YORK, NY 10016 | MARVEL.COM 
iE Od DONT WANT YOUR NAME ANC 


ADORESS ”, PLEASE LET US KNOW, 
LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CONTENT AND LENGTH. 


writing and an X-book that is completely self- 
contained! 
It's good to be home again! 
Martin Maenza 
MC Maenza@AOL.com 


Which is precisely how John and Tom 
feel, Martin! Glad it's mutual! 


Dear Hidden Hosts, 

After reading X-MEN: THE HIDDEN YEARS 
#1 | sat back and felt the weight of the years 
I’ve invested in the creators on this title. It’s 
ironic that the very first X-MEN comic | ever 
bought was #108, John Byrne’s introductory 
issue. Here | am, some 25 years, titles, com- 
panies later, and still seeking him out. And 
Tom Palmer? | have no idea exactly how 
many comics I’ve: been impressed with his 
delineations on...AVENGERS really stands out 
the most. It’s a pleasing picture having these 
two legends together here, and |’m poised to 
invest some more time. It’s been a great 
drive; I’m ready for some more curves. | was- 
n't around for the Roy Thomas/Neal Adams 
run. | believe my first X-Men x-posure was in 
the classic CAPTAIN AMERICA #173-175 (I'd 
be eager to see if those events will be touched 
upon here in X-MTHY, as that X-appearance 
was during the “reprint” years, albeit the later 
ones...). There seems to be a good balancing 
of themes and motifs in X-MTHY, and as | am 
a bit of an older reader, | appreciate that. Keep 
up that balancing act, John, it's most impor- 


tant. 
Walt Newell 
Liberty Center, OH 


John Byrne says he couldn’t agree more, 
Walt! As for those “outside” stories which 
appeared during the time covered by HID- 
DEN YEARS—a certain Hank McCoy is very 
close to John’s heart, and since the stories 
to which you refer take place after the Beast 
went blue and furry, it will be quite a while 
before they show up here. John wants to 
keep Hank around as long as possible, as 
do we all! 


John and Tom, 

| was worried that the story would be hard 
to follow since it takes place a few years in the 
past, and since so much has happened since 
that time. | shouldn't have been. John man- 
aged to combine just the right amount of new 
plot and characterization with flashback to fill 
us readers in. 

As for my wish list, | think it would be cool 


E-MAIL: 


to show some hints of “things to come.” For 
example, it might be hinted at that Jean has 
the potential for Cosmic power, or that Beast 
has started working on some dangerous 
genetic experiments and isn’t being as careful 
as he should be. 

Great story, great pencils, great inks, and 
heck, the lettering even looks good (did John 
do those?). Marvel has taken a chance with 
this series and it 
looks like it's going to pay off. 

Jeff Fettes 
Tampa, FL 


Yes, Jeff, John is handling the lettering 
on HIDDEN YEARS, as he does on most 
titles he pencils and scripts. But in order to 
keep the credits from becoming too ponder- 
ous, he elected to leave out that job 
description, so he could render Tom’s and 
his credits on one line! 


Dear Editor 

Wow. This book brought back fond mem- 
ories of the first John Byrne issues of 
AVENGERS WEST COAST, where something 
big and bad and attention-getting just 
pounced on you right in the very first issue. 
I’m hooked! 

I’m intrigued by the Iceman sub-plot, won- 
dering how long it will take Bobby to return to 
the team, and I’m pleased to see Havok’s 
powers portrayed as they’re supposed to be 
again—unfocused and powerful enough to 
bring the sky down on your head. It irritates 
me when | see Havok using his blasts on 
human beings these days. 

If you and Tom can keep this up, you’ve 
got this reader hooked. 

Russ Lee 
RussLee74@AOL.com 


THAT’S THE PLAN, RUSS! 


John: 

| just got HIDDEN YEARS #1, courtesy of 
the Mighty Marvel Mailroom. What a delight- 
ful issue — the X-Men as | remember them. 
Those are the X-Men that made me a comics 
fan, and it's a real treat to have them back. 
Wonderful job — from both you and Tom 
Palmer — and |'m eager to see what happens 

next. Thanks. 
Kurt Busiek 
(Address withheld by request) 


